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Worthy  G - /, 

Am  well  aware  that  the  Ta/- 
Sar  Part  of  thy  Countrymen 
have  but  a  very  rafcally  Opi¬ 
nion  of  Lewis  XV  j  looking  upon  him 
in  the  Light  of  an  ambitious  Tyrant,  a 

B  Violater 

k 


W1  I  _ 
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[6] 

Violater  of  publick  Faith,  an  Enemy  to 
their  Conftitution,  and  I  know  not 
what.  But  believe,  fur  mon  honneur a 
whatever  Juftice  there  may  be  in  the 
Charges,  which  they  bring  againft  me, 
as  to  thofe  Points,  believe,  that  there  is 
one  Crime  which  I  can  never  be  guilty 
of,  namely  Ingratitude ;  and  I  fhould 
efteem  myfelf  one  of  the  moft  ungrate¬ 
ful  Scoundrels  breathing  if  I  was  not  to 
keep  in  Remembrance,  during  the  long¬ 
ed;  Day  I  have  to  live,  the  infinite  Obli¬ 
gations  which  I  owe  to  G  - 

M - 1. 

i 

What  two  bleffed  Efcapes  have  I 
had !  One  at  Sea  —  for  if  Bing  had 
fought  us  that  Time  —  by  G— d  we 
fhould  have  been  utterly  undone  :  Ru¬ 
ined  Mon  chore  Ami,  to  all  Intents  and 
Purpofes  :  And  now  again  at  Land.  But 

tell  me  truly,  my  dear  M - 1 ,  (though 

I  own  one  fhould  not  look  a  gift  Horfe 
in  the  Mouth)  to  what  mull  I  attribute 

my 


my  iate  Prefervation,  —  to  thy  Re¬ 
gard  for  my  Interefts,  or  to  thy  invinci¬ 
ble  Stupidity — bnt  ’tis  no  Matter  ;  for  I 
hold  myfelf  equally  indebted  to  you  ei¬ 
ther  Way  —  Perdition  blaft  me  if  I  do 
not. 

I  am  fure  I  was  never  more  con¬ 
cerned  for  any  thing  in  my  Life,  than 
I  was  for  poor  Bing ;  and  efpecially  that 
he  fhould  fuffer  for  his  Good-Nature  to 
me  ;  for  I  would  have  you  to  know, 
that  I  am  of  a  truly  heorick  Dilpo- 
htion,  and  would  make  no-body  fuf¬ 
fer  but  my  Enemies.  But  alas,  bow 
could  I  help  it,  when  once  thole  curfed 
Fellows  had  got  him  into  their  Clutches  ? 

And  truly,  my  dear  M - 1,  I  cannot 

help  being  a  little  unealy,  left  the  Brutes 
fhould  take  it  into  their  Heads  to  flioot 
thee  too,  now  they  have  hold  of  you — • 
but  if  it  happens  fo,  be  comforted  ;  for 
the  whole  Court  of  France  fhall  go 


I 
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into  Mourning  for  thee,  they  fhall,  ma 
Foy. 

Though  let  me  tell  you.  Sir  J—, 
I  took  it  a  little  unkindly,  that  At¬ 
tack  of  yours  upon  my  Illand  of  Aix 
but  I  know  you  will  fay,  It  was  ne- 
ceiTary  to  preferve  a  Face  :  And  I  muft 
own,  the  Temptation  was  great,  con- 
fidering  it  was  intirely  defencelefs.  So 
that  on  fecond  Thoughts  I  eafily  par¬ 
don  you,  when  I  am  in  myfelf  well 
affured  too,  that  if  there  had  been  any 
one  there  to  make  Oppofition,  you 
would  not  have  attempted  it. 

+  % 

But  G— d  eternally  confound  that 
P-t  !  Sir,  I  have  not  met  with  any 
Thing  a  great  while,  which  has  vexed 
me  fo  much,  as  his  being  intruded  with 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Britifh  Affairs, 
for  he  is  Proof  again  ft  both  my  Politicks 
and  my  Gold.  However,  one  cannot  ex¬ 
pert 


*  I 
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ped,  that,  every  Thing  fhould  g0 
fmack  fmooth  at  once  ;  a  few  Rubs 
muft  accur:  Befides,  I  hear  he  is  a  great 
Favourite  with  the  People  at  prefent, 
fo  that  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will 
foon  quarrel  with  him  ;  or  if  they  fhould 
not,  let  him  lay  Schemes  and  be  d — d 

i  _  3 

while  he  makes  Uie  of  fuch  Inftru- 

ments  as  you,  there  will  be  no  Danger 

in  them. 

t 

I  hear  my  Friend  F —  has  a  flrong 
Party  Rill,  and  I  know  he  will  not  fail 
to  augment  it,  by  every  Perfon  that  is 
to  be  bought.  Well,  however  in  the  Rota¬ 
tion  of  fortune’s  Wheel,  that  Man  came 
to  be  a  Minifter  of  State,  Nature  cer¬ 
tainly  defigned  him  .for  a  Stock-Job¬ 

ber  ;  for  buying  and  felling  are  the 
only  Things  he  has  a  Notion  of !  But 
I  would,  by  every  Means  poliible,  have 
venality  and  Corruption  increafed  among 
you,  if  they  will  yet  admit  of  an  Increafe  ? 

But 


✓ 


[  ,0] 


But  above  all  Things  Party  ;  for  there 
is  nothing  can  forward  my  Deligns  fo 


much  as  that.  Be  Whig  and  Tory, 


High  Church  and  Low  Church,  Wil- 
liamite  and  Jacobite,  in  fhort,  bear  any 
Names  (though,  like  thofe,  they  have 
no  proper  Signification  )  which  may 
create  a  Difference,  and  fet  you  toge¬ 
ther  by  the  Ears,  I  am  fatisfied. 

You  know  I  intended  to  invade  vou  : 
nothing  has  prevented  me  from  doing 
fo,  but  that  devilifli  Militia,  which,  if  • 
not  put  a  Stop  to,  will  defeat  my  Plan 


But  your  People,  it  feems,  be¬ 


gin  to  murmur  ;  impudent  Dogs  !  but  if 
ever  they  get  under  French  Government* 
I’ll  teach  them  better  Manners  ;  G— d 
d— n  me,  but  I’ll  ufe  them  likeGally-flaves. 
Quere  now,  whether  it  would  not  be 
very  proper,  at  the  Opening  of  the  next 

Parliament,  for - and . —  to  dif- 

play  their  Eloquence  ?  That  Eloquence, 


which 


which,  as  Counters  may  deceive  us  in 
their  Chink,  and  pafs  for  real  Money ' 
cheats  the  Underftanding  into  an  Opinion 
of  its  Solidity,  when  in  Fadt,  it  is  no¬ 
thing. 

You  fee  the  Opinion  I  have  of  their 
Parts,  but  they  are  good  enough  to  do 
Mifchief ;  therefore  I  would  have  you 
advife  them  to  make  Ufe  of  the  foolifh 
People’s  Difcontent,  as  a  Handle  to  root 
out  the  Militia  Bill.  The  Arguments 
they  made  againft  it,  before  it  paffed, 

will  do,  with  a  little  of  their  tincel  Era- 

bellifhments.  But  I  would  have  them 

* 

have  Recourfe  to  any  others,  which  they 
think  their  Capacities  can  manage,  or 
their  Wickednels  invent.  And  when  they 
have  perfected  the  work  —  we  will  talk 
farther  —  you  underftand  me  — •  no  Pur- 
chafe,  no  Pay. 

My 


p  12  ] 


V 


{f&rryL  3^.  My  Brother  G - e,  (if  I  may  call 

him  my  Brother,  whom  I  hate  fo  abo¬ 
minably)  is  too  honeft.  Above  Falf- 

hood,  he  thinks  his  minifters  of  the 

/ 

fame  Stamp.  Now  I,  who  am  a  d — d 
Lyar  myfelf,  always  fufpedt  my  Servants. 

But  is  it  true,  that  the  P - e  of  W- — s 

■'  is  fo  hopeful  a  young  Man  ;  or  is  his 

% 

good  Character  no  more  than  the  Effe&s 
of  the  fame  Flattery,  which  has  often 
called  that  old  Tyrant  Lewis  the  XIV,  a 
God,  and  me,  his  Great*grandfon,  ano¬ 
ther  ?  If  not,  taint  him,  oh  taint  him,  ye 
infernal  Courtiers,  and,  if  poflible,  make 
his  Nature  as  vicious,  as  it  is  now  aimable. 
Why  if  this  Youth  fhould  turn  out  -as 
he  promifes,  I  may  have  been  reckoning 
all  this  Time  without  my  Hoft. 

Eut  I  will  dwell  upon  this  difa- 
grceable  Topick  no  longer.  And  now 

mf 


my  dear  M  -t,  as  I  look  upon  you  as  my 
Friend  j  for  indeed  how  can  I  in  Jus¬ 
tice  do  otherwife  ?  And  as  the  beft 
Proof  I  can  give  you  of,  my  return¬ 
ing  that  Friend fhip  ,  will  be  an  In- 
ftance  of  my  Confidence  ;  I  will  tell 
you  the  Scheme  I  have  laid  again  ft 
Engia?id,  as  it  is  now  fairly  drawn  out, 
and  lock’d  up  here  in  my  Cabinet  at 
at  Vi trfailes.  And  I  leave  you  to  juaee 
whether  it  be  not  d — d  clever,  and  as 
well  calculated  for  Succefs  as  any  Thing 
you  have  feen  a  great  While. 

But  do  not  let  me  take  to  myfelf  a 
Merit,  which  I  have  not  the  leaft  Right 
to  :  The  Scheme  was  laid  by  Fleury 
many  Years  ago,  who  intended  to  have 
carried  it  into  Execution  by  Degrees. 
For  though  he  did  not  love  open  Force, 
he  was  once  of  the  mod  Adroit  Fel- 

'  C  lows 


lows  in  the  World  perhaps,  at  little 
Tricks,  and  undermining  :  And  it  was 
an  Expreflion  frequent  in  his  Mouth, 
That  there  was  lefs  Danger  in  picking 
a  Pocket,  than  in  committing  a  Rob¬ 
bery. 

When  I  clapped  up  a  Peace  with  En- 
gland  in  the  Year  forty-eight,  it  was  not 
with  Defign  to  be  Friends  with  her, 
for  that  is  impoffiblc.  Fire  and  Water,  and 
Man  and  Wife,  may  agree,  but  France 
and  England  can  never  j  they  were 
form’d  Enimies  by  Nature,  like  the  Ele¬ 
phant  and  Rhenoceros,  and  however  Po¬ 
licy  may  fometime  didtate  to  them  a 
feeming  CefTation  from  Hatred,  for  that 
is  the  moft  we  can  ever  pretend  to  ar¬ 
rive  at,  the  old  Rancour  breaks  out  the 
firfl.  Opportunity. 


It  was  this  Policy  as  I  laid  before, 
which  actuated  me  to  clap  up  a  peace}5 

in  order  that  while  you  were  lulled  a- 

fleep  in  Europe ,  I  might  be  the  better 

enabled  to  fteal  your  Dominions  from 

you  in  America  ;  or  to  confefs  ingenioufly, 

I  found  myfelf  a  little  weakened,  and  had 

a  mind  to  lye  by,  untill  I  recoverd 

Strength  fufficient  to  cru fh  you  at 
once. 

'  But  before  1  S°  any  father,  I  fhould 
not  forget  to  tell  you  a  Scheme  of  hi< 

which  was  to  be  the  Prologue  to  this 

Play,  Tragedy  to  you.  Comedy  to  us  } 

I  mean  the  late  Rebellion. 

D°  y°u  imagine,  that  I  had  any 
Thoughts  of  fettling  that  wandering  Va¬ 
gabond,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George, 
upon  the  Throne  of  Great  Britain  ?  No, 


t 16  ] 

all  I  defired  was,  to  fee  the  prefent 
Family  out :  However  I  was  careful  not 
embarque  too  far  with  him  you  fee,  even 
in  Hopes  of  that  ;  for  I  confidered  it,  even 
then,  as  a  precarious  Piece  of  Bufinefs:  But 
if  it  had  fucceeded,  I  knew  what  would 
have  been  the  Confequence  ;  even  thofe 
People  that  imagined  they  wifh’d  for  the 
Chevalier,  would  have  been  quickly 
tired  of  him  ;  and  then  I  would  have 

managed  it  fo,  that  either  K— g  or  Peo¬ 
ple,  fliould  have  called  me  to  their  Af- 
fi fiance  :  If  the  former,  I  would  have 
laid  him  under  fuch  Conditions,  as  to 
conflitute  him  my  Vaflel  at  lead  :  And 
if  the  latter,  I  would  have  turn’d  him 
out  diredlly,  and  with  a  Shew  of  milder 
Government,  have  fet  one  of  my  own 
Family  in  his  Room. 

But 


V 
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But  I  faid,  I  had  determed  to  pilfer 
your  Americian  Colonies  from  you,  and 

I 

between  ourfelves,  I  had  proceeded  a 
good  Way  before  you  found  me  out ; 
when,  like  an  impudent  Thief,  detected 
in  the  Fadt,  I  was  obliged  to  crrry  that 

off  with  hedtoring,  which  I  could  not 
deny,  and  contrary  to  my  preftine  Re- 

folutions,  to  get  that  by  Arms,  which  I 

was  in  Hopes  to  have  procured  by  Cun¬ 
ning. 


And  what  has  been  the  Confequence 
of  this  ?  —  Why  two  Connexions 

almoft  as  unnatural  as  that  of  France 
and  England  — —  you  with  the  K— g  • 


'YtldJwL' 


of  P— flk 
Q— n. 


and  I  with  the  E 


But  you  feem  not  to  care  much  for 
your  Ally  ;  and  to  tell  you  a  Secreet, 


PIVvl 


\ 
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1  care  every  bit  as  little  for  mine. 
D  - rn  her  for  a  B — h,  Does  Ihe  ima¬ 

gine  that  I  would  fupport  her  a  Mo¬ 
ment  longer  than  it  fhould  prove  for 
my  own  Intereft  ?  Why  I  have  as  great 
a  Mind  for  her  Dominions  as  I  have  for 
yours ;  and  if  they  were  once  in  my  Polfef- 
fion,  I  would  not  give  a  fingle  .Lcafr  D'or 
to  fave  the  E — fs  Q^-n,  and  the  whole 

.  Houfe  of  A - a,  from  the  Pit  of 

Hell. 

But  I  mull  leave  Fortune  to  work 
for  me  ;  for  to  tell  the  Truth,  I  like 
frightening  People  better  than  beating 
them,  and  while  they,  like  you,  anticipate 
my  Willies,  in  overcoming  themfelves 
for  me,  I  think  I  may  trull  my  Af- 
airs  in  her  Hands  without  any  Re¬ 
luctance. 


And 


/ 


C  19] 

\ 

And  perhaps,  of  all  Nations  under 
the  Sun,  the  Englijh  Ihonld  be  the  m„ft 

pliable  to  a  French  Government.  This 
looks  like  a  Contradiction  of  what  I  ad¬ 
vanced  before }  but  the  Hatred  which 
the  Englijh  exprefs  for  the  French, 

feems  more  Affectation,  than  ours  for 
them. 

They  tear  down  a  Play-Houfe,  be- 
caufe  it  fupports  a  few  French  Dancers 
for  their  Entertainment,  yet  they  admire 
both  our  Modes  and  Language,  and  wdll 
not  fcruple  to  maintain  ten  or  twenty 
thoufand  of  our  People  in  other  Capacities, 
though  abfolutely  a  Burthen  to  them. 

Now  here  is  the  Difference  j  my 
Subjects  could  fee  Englijh  Dancers,  if 
they  excelled  in  their  Art,  not  only 

with 
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with  Patience  bu  t  Pleafure,  whereas  all 
the  reft  they  deteft. 

But  now  I  mull  beg  a  ■  Word  or 
two  about  the  fix-hundred  Prifoners  you 
brought  off  with  you,  which  is  only  this, 
to  tell  you  that  you  are  very  Wellcome  to 
them,  and  to  beg  of  you,  that  if  there 
beany  of  your  Nobility,  who  have  yet 
Englifh  Domefticks,  in  their  Houfes,  that 
you  will  have  them  difplaced  for  fome  of 
thefe  immediately ;  for  I  look  upon 
fuch  a  Number  of  French  Seivants  as 
an  undoubted  Fore-runner  of  French 
Mafters. 

\ 

In  fhort,  I  would  wilh  you,  and  the 
reft  of  my  Friends,  to  do  every  Thing 
as  I  hear  you  are  doing,  to  root  out  Ho¬ 
nour,  Virtue,  Pratrotilm,  &c.  &c.  till 

quite  debilitated  you  will  be  no  longer  able 


to  avert  the  Stroke  which  I  only  want  the 
Opportunity  to  give  you. 

My  kind  Love  and  Service  to  all 
the  Gentleman  who  attended  the  late 
Expedition, efpecially  your  two  Colleagues j 
and  believe  me  to  be  dear  M _ t 

Tour  Friend, 


LOUIS . 


.  .  I 


